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Medical  Department, 
County  Offices, 
Dolgelley. 

To  the  Chairman,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Merioneth  County  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1954. 

The  birth  rate  of  12.76  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  with 
the  exception  of  the  year  1940,  when  it  was  12.71.  The  birth 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15.2.  There  is  a much  higher 
proportion  of  people  over  the  child  bearing  age  in  this  County 
than  in  most  of  the  Counties  of  England  and  Wales.  This 
may  be  due,  to  a large  extent,  to  the  fact  that  many  of  our 
young  people  have  to  leave  the  County  to  seek  suitable  em- 
ployment elsewhere.  Until  more  suitable  employment  is 
available  in  this  County  for  our  young  people  one  cannot 
expect  any  increase  in  our  population  or  in  our  birth  rate. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  17.54  was  the  lowest  ever 
recorded,  being  below  20  per  thousand  for  the  first  time  since 
births  have  been  recorded.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  25.6. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  both  the  above  birth  rate  and 
infant  mortality  rate  with  those  at  the  beginning  of  this  Century. 
In  1900  the  birth  rate  was  25.9  (births  per  1,000  population), 
a total  of  1,307  births,  but  the  infant  mortality  rate  was  127.7, 
that  is  about  128  babies  died  out  of  every  1,000  babies  born. 
The  present  birth  rate  is  about  half  the  rate  of  the  early  years 
of  this  century,  while  the  present  Infant  Mortality  rate  is 
approximately  one -seventh  of  the  rate  for  1900. 

The  Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  also  the 
lowest  on  record,  being  0.27  in  comparison  with  0.49  for  the 
previous  year.  The  number  of  new  cases  notified  as  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  was  the  lowest  on  record.  The 
number  suffering  from  the  non-pulmonary  form  of  tuberculosis 
has  been  gradually  decreasing  from  year  to  year  so  that  the 
number  notified  this  year  is  about  half  the  number  nocified 
about  ten  years  ago. 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  showed  an  increase  from  2.28  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population  last  year  to  2.61  this  year,  or  in 
actual  number  of  deaths,  from  93  last  year  to  105  this  year. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  whoop- 
ing cough,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  poliomyelitis,  smallpox  or 
diphtheria.  I have  to  draw  your  attention  however  to  the 
apathy  amongst  parents  with  regard  to  vaccination  against 
smallpox.  Only  approximately  a third  of  the  children  born 
are  being  vaccinated.  It  is  important  for  parents  to  realise 
that  this  dreadful  disease  has  been  overcome  in  this  Country 
through  vaccination  and  that  a future  generation  may  have 
to  suffer  because  of  their  failure  to  get  their  children  vaccinated. 

I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Council  Members  for  their 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  Department  and  to  the  Officers  and 
staff  of  my  own  and  the  other  Departments  of  the  Council  for 
their  kind  assistance  and  co-operation. 

I am  grateful  to  the  General  Practitioners,  the  members  of 
the  W.V.S.  and  British  Red  Cross  Organisations,  and  the 
voluntary  workers  at  our  clinics  for  the  services  rendered  and 
for  their  willing  assistance  and  kind  co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  GAPPER, 

County  Medical  Officer. 


September  1955. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Aldermen  : 


Evan  John  Jones  {Chairman) . Hugh  Tudor. 

Edward  Edwards.  Robert  Owen  Wynne. 

Alfred  E.  Hughes,  c.b.e.  Thomas  Evan  Jenkins. 

Owen  Arthur  Jonathan. 

Councillors  : 


E.  E.  Davies. 

John  Llewelyn  Davies. 
Lewis  Francis  Davies. 
Robert  Richard  Davies. 
T.  V.  Davies. 

D.  J.  Evans. 

Mrs.  Gwyneth  Evans. 
Richard  Owen  Griffith. 
R.  P.  Lloyd  Griffith. 
Rev.  E.  Cadvan  Jones. 
Elias  Jones. 

Evan  Elias  Jones. 

John  Glyn  Jones. 

M.  Llewelyn  Jones. 


Robert  Caer  Jones. 
Robert  David  Jones. 
Robert  Mawddwy  Jones. 

Thomas  Jones. 
Rev.  Evan  Lynch. 
L.  Llewelyn  Owen. 
Richard  Parry. 
Dafydd  Llewelyn  Pugh. 
Gwilym  Thomas  Williams. 
John  Arthur  Williams. 
Lewis  Williams. 
Rev.  T.  Alun  Williams. 
JWffiian^JMorris^W 


Women  Members  : 

Mrs.  Norah  I.  Edwards,  Dinarth,  Corwen. 

Mrs.  Gwyneth  LI.  Davies,  Glaslyn,  Station  Rd.,  Bala. 
Mrs.  B.  Maelor  Jones,  Frondirion,  Dolgelley. 
Mrs.  M.  Parry,  m.b.e.,  Penrhyndyfi,  Pennal. 


Representing  the  Executive  Council  : 
Mr.  John  Lloyd,  m. a.,  Glyn,  Llanbedr. 
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Members  of  the  Care  Committee  : 
Alderman  Evan  John  Jones. 


Alfred  E.  Hughes,  c.b.e. 
Owen  Arthur  Jonathan. 
Robert  Owen  Wynne. 


R.  R.  Davies. 

Mrs.  Gwyneth  Evans. 

R.  O.  Griffith. 

Elias  Jones. 

Evan  Elias  Jones. 

Rev.  E.  Cadvan  Jones. 
Maurice  Llewelyn  Jones. 
Robert  David  Jones. 

J.  Arthur  Williams. 

Lewis  Williams. 

Rev.  T.  Alun  Williams. 


T.  V.  Davies. 

Mrs.  Gwyneth  LI.  Davies. 

- Mrs.  Maelor  Jones. 

Mrs.  Mair  Parry,  m.b.e. 

Dr.  G.  O.  Thomas,  Chest  Physician. 
Dr.  Glyn  Jones,  do. 

Dr.  E.  Clifford  Jones,  do. 


Councillor  J.  Llewelyn  Davies. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 


WHOLE  TIME  OFFICERS  : 


County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School 
Medical  Officer  : 

W.  F.  Gapper,  b.sc.,  m.b.,  ch.B.,  d.p.h. 


District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Evan  F.  W.  Richards,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School 
Medical  Officer  : 

D.  Lloyd  Williams,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s.,  l.r.f.p.  & s. 


Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  : 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Owen,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  qs.,  h.v. 


Deputy  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  : 
Miss  E.  J.  Moss,  s.r.n. , s.c.m.,  q.s.,  h.v. 

Dental  Surgeon  : E.  Clwydwyn  Jones,  l.d.s. 


Dental  Attendant  : Miss  Mair  Hughes. 

School  Nurse  : Miss  Gwen  Humphreys,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 


Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  : 
Miss  Z.  M.  Evans,  s.r.n. 


Health  Visitors  and  District 

Nurse  G.  Baines  Davies 
,,  M.  E.  Davies 

,,  A.  B.  Evans 

,,  A.  J.  Evans 

,,  C.  Evans 


Nurse  j Midwives  ( Combined ) : 
Dolgelley. 

Dyffryn  Ardudwy. 
Blaenau  Ffestiniog. 
Celynin. 

Dinas  Mawddwy. 
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, , Glenys  Evans 
A.  Fielding 
,,  Gwen  Francis 
,,  Eluned  Griffiths 
,,  M.  P.  Griffith 
„ S.  C.  Griffith 
,,  C.  A.  Jones 
,,  Gwen  Morgan  Jones 
,,  Jane  Jones 
,,  Megan  Jones 
,,  M.  Wynn  Jones 
,,  L.  M.  Owen 
,,  E.  M.  Roberts 


Ffestiniog. 

Blaenau  Ffestiniog. 
Llanegryn. 

Corris. 

Harlech. 

Barmouth. 

Towyn. 

Bala. 

Aberdovey. 

Comen. 

Corwen. 

Penrhyndeudraeth. 

Trawsfynydd. 


Ambulance  Officer  : David  J.  Jones. 


Clerical  Staff : 

Miss  M.  J.  Jones. 

Mrs.  E.  R.  Roberts. 

Miss  E.  Eiranwy  Roberts. 
Miss  Eluned  Roberts. 

Miss  Elizabeth  W.  Jones. 

Miss  Marion  Edwards. 

Miss  Dorothy  Hughes. 

(( appointed  September  1954). 


PART-TIME  OFFICERS  : 


The  following  were  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres 


Abergynolwyn 

Aberdovey 

Bala 

Barmouth 

Corris 

Corwen 

Dolgelley 

Dyffryn 

Bl.  Ffestiniog 

Harlech 

Penrhyndeudraeth 

Towyn 

Trawsfynydd 


Dr.  D.  Lloyd  Williams 
{Assistant  M.O.H.). 
Dr.  T.  Tibbott  Davies. 
Dr.  M.  P.  Jones. 

Dr.  D.  O.  Williams. 

Dr.  Huw  Francis. 

Dr.  D.  G.  Roberts. 

Dr.  H.  D.  Owen. 

Dr.  Merfyn  Jones- 
Dr.  O.  Glyn  Jonfis. 

Dr.  R.  Morris  Williams. 
Dr.  C.  C.  Watson. 

Dr.  J.  H.  M.  Lloyd. 

Dr.  Gwennie  Williams. 


I 


8 


Ophthalmic  Surgeons  : 

Horace  Mather,  50  Rodney  St.,  Liverpool.  ( Retired  May  1954) 
Edward  Lyons,  Llanddulas,  Nr.  Abergele.  (Started  July  1954) 
T.  G.  Wynne  Parry,  Bangor.  ( Started  October  1954). 

G.  Lazio,  Bangor.  (Started  October  1954) 

Mrs.  Enid  Hughes,  Ruthin.  (Started  Nov.  1954) 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Specialists  : 

Horace  Mather,  50  Rodney  Street,  Liverpool. 

R.  Barraclough,  m.b.,  ch.B.,D.L.o.,  Wrexham. 

Mental  Health  Service  : 

J.  H.  O.  Roberts,  m.d.  (Lond.),  d.p.m. 

G.  Williams,  m.d.  (Lond.),  d.p.m. 

Psychologist  : W.  R.  Jones,  m.a. 

Psychiatric  Social  Worker  : Mrs.  J.  Evans. 

Duly  Authorised  Officers  : Mr.  J.  Idwal  Jones.  * 

Mr.  R.  G.  Jones.* 

* Also  Welfare  Officers. 

Consulting  Obstetrician  : 

O.  Vaughan  Jones,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.,  f.r.c.o.g. 

J.  Gardiner  Wigley. 

Consulting  Paediatrician  : 

Gwyn  R.  Griffith,  m.d.,  f.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  d.g.h. 


Chest  Physicians  : 

G.  O.  Thomas,  m.d,  Glyn  Jones,  m.d. 

E.  Clifford  Jones,  m.b.,  b.s.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Consulting  Venereologist  : 

H.  Vernon  Williams,  m.r.g.s.,  l.r.c.p. 


Associated  Officers  of  the  County  Council  : 


Clerk  of  the  County  Council 
Deputy  Clerk  of  the  County  Council 
County  Treasurer 
County  Architect 
Inspector  of  Foods  and  Drugs 
Public  Analyst 
Children’s  Officer 
Welfare  Officer  - 


- D.  W.  Jones  Williams. 
I.  Lloyd  Jones. 
A.  A.  Hemphill. 

N.  LI.  Jones. 
R.  T.  Edwards. 
Harold  Lowe,  m.sc.,  f.r.i.c. 
Mrs.  A.  Humphrey  Jones. 

T.  E.  Jones. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  for  mid-year  1954  : 

4°>I9°- 


Live  Births — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate  .. 


Total  M F 

495  275  220 

18  10  8 


Birth  rate  per  1,000 
estimated  popula- 
tion ...  12.76 

Birth  Rate  (England 
& Wales)  ...  15.2 


Still  Births  ...  ...  10  5 5 Rate  per  1,000  total 

live  and  still  births 
...  19.12 


Deaths 
. (All  ages) 


..  586  312  274 


Death  rate  per  1,000 
estimated  popula- 
tion ...  14*58 

Death  Rate  (England 
& Wales)  ...  11. 3 


Rate  per  1,000 
Deaths  total  live  and 
still  births. 

No.  30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and 
abortion 


Death  rates  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Total  number  of  Infant  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  9 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  I7-54 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  16.15 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  55-56 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  (England  & Wales)  ...  ...  25.4 
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TABLE  I. 

Giving  the  population  in  1954  (estimated),  and  the  popula- 
tion as  enumerated  at  the  Census  1951,  rateable  value,  and 
the  product  of  a penny  rate  in  the  County,  and  the  several 
County  Districts. 


Popula- 

tion 

( estimated ) 
by 

Registrar 
Genera  l 
1954 

County  of 

Merioneth 

40,190 

Total  Urban 

Districts  

I7»45° 

Total  Rural 

Districts  

22,740 

Urban  Districts 

Bala  

ij500 

Barmouth 

2,330 

Dolgelley  

2,53° 

Ffestiniog  

6,660 

Towyn  

4,43° 

Rural  Districts  : 

Deudraeth  ... 

6,640 

Dolgelley  

8,880 

Edeyrnion 

4,120 

Penllyn  

2,800 

Pennal  C.P. 

3°o 

Popula- 

tion 

Census 

I951 

Rateable 
value 
as  at 

1-4-55 

Estimated " 
Product 
of  a 
penny  rate 
as  at 
r-4-55 

£ 

£ s-  d. 

4E456 

163,280 

631  16  9 

17.634 

82,653 

3r7  16  9 

23,822 

80,627 

3r4  0 0 

i,5°8 

7,864 

3 1 11  0 

2,406 

1 7,755 

68  3 8 

2,246 

11,847 

46  3 n 

6,923 

23,500 

87  2 0 

4,49! 

21,687 

84  15  2 

7,r3I 

2-3,722 

92  to'  0 

9,343 

3j,536 

1 18  11  10 

4,i95 

i8,755 

73  7 0 

2,830 

6,614 

25  6 8 

323 

* 

446 

* Included  in  Dolgelley  R.D.C. 


TABLE  II. 


POPULATION 

Population  of  the  County,  the  total  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  and  of  the  several  County  Districts  for  the  years 

*95°  ’ 1954- 


195° 

!95! 

1952 

*953 

J954 

Col.  i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

County  of  Merioneth 

40,543 

41,170 

41,070 

40,850 

40,190 

Total  Urban  Districts 

I7>451 

17,670 

1 7,480 

1 7,54° 

I-7,45° 

Total  Rural  Districts 

23,092 

23,500 

23,590 

23,3IQ 

22,740 

Urban  Districts  : 

Bala  

C523 

1,488 

C445 

E449 

1,500 

Barmouth 

2,352 

2,366 

2,353 

2,320 

2,33° 

Dolgelley  

2,7°4 

2,535 

2,508 

2,5r9 

2,53° 

Ffestiniog  

7,073 

6,871 

6,787 

6,691 

6,660 

Towyn  

3,799 

4,4  ;o 

4,387 

4,56i 

4,43° 

Rural  Districts  : 

Deudraeth 

6,996 

6,975 

6,858 

6,795 

6,640 

Dolgelley  

8,784 

9,225 

9,483 

9,281 

8,880 

Edeyrnion  

4,i54 

4,182 

4,125 

4,121 

4,120 

Penllyn  

2,815 

2,799 

2,81 1 

2,798 

2,800 

Pennal  

343 

3*9 

3i3 

3i5 

3°o 
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TABLE  III. 

Giving  the  principal  causes  of  deaths,  with  the  numbers  in 
the  County,  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  with  percentage  of 
the  total  deaths  in  1954. 


Number  of  Deaths 
I954- 

Deaths 

in 

Urban 

Dis- 

tricts 

Total 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

Col.  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Heart  Diseases 
Other  diseases  of 
the  circulatory 

167 

88 

79 

64 

system  

25 

14 

1 1 

10 

Cancer  

Vascular  lesions 
of  the  nervous 

105 

54 

5i 

5° 

system 

Nephritis  and 

105 

44 

61 

46 

Nephrosis  

Pulmonary 

12 

3 

9 

5 

Tuberculosis 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia 

1 1 
27 
9 

1 1 
18 
6 

9 

3 

8 

17 

Influenza  

7 

4 

3 

O 

4 

Percentage 
of  total 
deaths 
in 
J954 


103 


7 


28.5 


r5 

55 


4.27 

17:92 


59 


r7-92 


7 


2.05 


3 

10 

6 

3 


1.88 

4.61 

1 -54 
1. 19 
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Giving  the  number  of  cases,  male  and  female,  whose  deaths  have  been  registered  from  this  cause, 
together  with  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  for  1954,  and  five  previous  years. 
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County  of  Merioneth  ... 
Total  Urban  Districts 
Total  Rural  Districts  ... 
Urban  Districts  : 

Bala 

Barmouth 

Dolgelley 

Ffestiniog 

Towyn 

Rural  Districts  : 

Deudraeth 

Dolgelley 

Edeyrnion 

Penllyn 

Pennal 

Col.  1 

• 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 l ill 
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£> 
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cT* 

' ' H H 10  'hh'hh'  4i.K>Cn 

OO 

. , , « « K> 

03  GO  MOW 

Co  P 

gj*  a 

hhhhhhhh  '4^K)K)hh  4^.  (O  OO 
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**» 

a ^ 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 III 

os 
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Cancer  of 
Breast 

1 1 1 1 II  _ , . 

1-1  t-4  t-t  H OO  4^ 

‘ ' >-.  « HH  K)  ' ' ' ' W tOOl 

03 

Cancer  of 
lung  and 
bronchus 

' 1 « « „ .....  go  ' go 

CO 

•—<  hO 

M 00  ^ W OO  4^01  10  K)  4^  00 

10 

Cancer  of 
all  other 
Sites 

H H 10 

1 1 to  0 0 4^  « 05  «-.  1 OO  ^5.  « Ln 

i-imK)  -<  K>  CnLnO 

w Ui  1-1  >->  1-1  f OSGn  Ui  OU 

10 

Total 

both 

Sexes 

TABLE  VI. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  sites  of  Cancer  and  the  number  who  died  (male  and  female)  in  each  sani- 
tary district  in  the  County  in  1954. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 

• * 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Conway  and  Aberys- 
twyth provide  the  necessary  laboratory  service,  and  the 
service  rendered  has  been  excellent. 

Ambulance. 

Two  new  ambulances  were  purchased  during  the  year, 
one  for  Towyn  and  the  other,  an  utilecon  ambulance,  for 
Dolgelley. 
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Dolgelley 
Bl.  Ffestiniog 
Corwen 

Penrhyndeudraeth 

Towyn 

Barmouth 

Bala 
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1 ' _■  03 

No. 

of 

Ambu- 
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Cn 

HH  ' ' ' N3 

No. 

°f 

Utile- 

cons 

cn 

' 1 1 1 1 »o  4^- 

Full 

time 
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Cn 
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time 
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CD 
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^ CO  03C0  Cn  Oi  CO 
CO  U>  CD  10  CO  COCn 
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Cases 

“o 
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CO 

•T  T M 
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4^  CO  CO  O CO^r  Cn 
Cn  Co  Cn  CO  OO 

Sitting 

Cases 

9,020 

1-  K)  K> 

Cn  4^  034>-  co  4^.  OO 
K3  K)  Cn  O 4^-  CO  4*- 
4^  03  « -*  O Cn  03 

Total 

Patients 

oo 

Cn 

4> 

03 

>—* 

K3  m 03  03  03  U3  w 
03  CO  03  vj  Cn  O Cn 
O h ocnio  0003 

Journeys 

10 

o 

<p 

<b 

o 

CO 

►H  t-  M M 00 

03  oo  co  co  co  to 
'oo'co'^  oo — i 

Cn  Cn  Cn  ■*  03  N3  4*- 
O 03  03  « CO  Cn  « 

Mileage 

AMBULANCES 

Work  carried  out  by  the  Ambulance  Service  during  the  year. 
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Total  number  of  patients,  journeys  and  mileage  for  1954 
by  County  Council  vehicles  and  “Sitting-case”  cars  with 
comparative  figures  for  1953. 


Total  Patients 
Total  Journeys 
Total  Mileage 


1953-  1954- 

9,208  ...  9,223 

3,821  ...  3,66g 

225,l86  ...  2I2,66lJ 


Number  of  patients  carried  in  1954  increased  by  15.  The 
number  of  journeys  in  1954  was  reduced  by  152,  with  a reduc- 
tion of  13,314!  in  mileage. 


From  the  following  will  be  found  the  number  of  patients 
conveyed  during  the  year  to  Distant  Hospitals  and  Towns. 

43  patients  were  conveyed  from  the  County  to  hospitals  in 
Liverpool  for  admission  ; 82  patients  were  conveyed  for 
consultation  and  returned  the  same  day.  Number  of  journeys 
made  to  Liverpool  to  convey  the  above  patients  during  the 
year  was  77,  involving  13,729  miles. 

24  patients  were  conveyed  to  Manchester  Hospitals.  Number 
of  journeys  19,  mileage,  3,076. 

14  patients  were  conveyed  to  the  following  Towns  One 
to  Aylesbury,  Bucks.  ; one  to  Slough,  Bucks.  ; one  to  Llandaff, 
Cardiff  ; one  to  Birmingham  ; one  to  Kidderminster  ; one  to 
Bridgnorth  ; one  to  Shrewsbury  ; one  to  Crewe  ; and  six  to 
Chester.  Number  of  journeys  13,  mileage  involved  2,884. 

Total  long  distance  journeys 
Total  mileage 
Total  patients 


109 

19,689 

163 


PATIENTS  CONVEYED  BY  RAIL 

Ten  patients  were  conveyed  by  train  during  the  year  to  the 
following  destinations  :- 

One  to  Aberdeen  ; three  to  London  ; two  to  Liverpool 
one  to  Birkenhead  ; one  to  Wolverhampton  ; one  to  Man- 
chester ; and  one  to  Leicester. 
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Merionethshire  patients  conveyed  by  Other  Authorities 
during  the  year  1954. 


Authority 

Stretch- 

er 

Cases 

Sitting 

Cases 

Ambul- 

ance 

JouAys 

Sitting 

Car 

JouAys 

Ambul- 

ance 

Mileage 

Sitting 

Car 

Mileage 

Liverpool  

4 

21 

4 

21 

682 

3,224 

Montgomeryshire 

2 

1 1 

2 

10 

45 

312 

Denbighshire 

1 

3 

1 

3 

58 

189 

Caernarvonshire 

- 

1 

- 

1 

9 

Cardiganshire  . . . 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

16 

Wolverhampton 
London  County 

“ 

1 

“ 

1 

“ 

9 

Council 

3 

- 

3 

77 

- 

Totals 

10 

38 

10 

37 

862 

3,759 

Total  number  of  patients  removed  by  County  Council 
vehicles,  hired  “sitting-case”  cars,  train  and  other  authorities 


Patients  ...  ...  ...  9,283 

Journeys  ...  ...  ...  3,716 

Mileage  ...  ...  ...  216,420^ 

Venereal  Diseases. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  for  the 
treatment  of  these  diseases.  One  clinic  is  held  within  the 
County  at  Blaenau  Ffestiniog  Hospital  by  a Medical  Officer 
of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  personally,  follows  up  defaulters. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Housing. 

Progress  is  being  made  by  the  various  District  Councils  in 
their  housing  schemes,  but  a number  of  unfit  houses  need 
to  be  dealt  with,  and  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  should 
be  taken.  Surveys  of  unfit  and  overcrowded  houses  are 
proceeding  in  some  districts. 

Schemes  for  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage. 

Further  progress  was  made  with  water  supplies  and  sewerage 
schemes,  but  some  hamlets  are  still  in  need  of  suitable  water 
supplies,  while  a few  hamlets  or  villages  are  waiting  for  a 
proper  sewerage  scheme. 
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The  following  grants  were  made  by  the  County  Council 
during  the  1954  ~ 55  Financial  Year  to  the  various  District 
Councils  towards  schemes  submitted  by  various  Councils, 
payable  over  a number  of  years. 


District  and  Scheme 

Provisional 

Cost 

County 
Council's 
contributions . 

Dolgelley  R.D.C.  : 

Lr.  Corris  Sewerage  and  Sewage 

£ 

£ 

Scheme 

Deudraeth  R.D.C.  : 

Maentwrog  Sewerage  and  Sewage 

3,548 

874 

Scheme 

14,236 

3,368 

Harlech  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 

28,517 

9,758 

Ynys  Sewerage  Scheme  ... 
Edeyrnion  R.D.C.  : 

7,817 

1,408 

Corwen  & District  Water  Supply 
Bettws  G.G.  Sewerage  and  Sewage 

126,000 

25,000 

Scheme 

Machynlleth  R.D.C.  : 

Pennal  Water  Supply  Scheme 

6,858 

1,429 

(part-cost) 

24,000 

3,580 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOMES,  MIDWIFERY 
AND  HEALTH  VISITING 

Home  Nursing. 

The  majority  of  cases  requiring  home  nursing  were  medical, 
being  about  three  times  as  many  as  the  surgical  cases.  About 
one  third  of  all  the  home  nursing  cases  were  sixty-five  years 
of  age  or  over  at  the  time  of  the  first  visit.  A total  of  35,389 
home  visits  were  made,  more  than  half  of  these  visits  being 
made  to  882  cases  who  were  aged  65  or  over.  A number  of 
visits  were  made  to  give  injections  to  patients,  a total  of  819 
injections  having  been  given  for  medical  cases,  and  139  for 
surgical  cases.  Further  details  of  home  visiting  are  given 
in  Table  XVIII. 


Midwifery. 

There  were  fewer  domiciliary  cases  attended  by  midwives 
in  the  past  year,  being  78  in  comparison  with  96  in  the  previous 
year.  The  midwives,  however,  attended  152  cases  of  mothers 
delivered  in  institutions  and  discharged  before  the  four- 
teenth day.  This  compares  with  106  in  the  previous  year. 

There  were  200  births  in  institutions  within  the  County, 
while  239  births  took  place  in  institutions  outside  the  County, 
and  1 51  of  these  were  at  the  County  Hospital,  Bangor.  Thus 
nearly  85%  of  the  children  whose  parents  reside  in  this  County 
were  born  in  institutions,  only  15%  being  born  at  home. 
51  domiciliary  cases  had  gas  and  air  analgesia,  while  pethidine 
was  administered  in  19  cases.  All  the  nurses  employed  by  the 
Authority  are  qualified  to  administer  both  gas  and  air  and 
pethidine,  and  the  necessary  equipment  has  been  supplied  to 
all  the  nurses. 

Health  Visiting. 

There  were  fewer  primary  visits  as  there  were  fewer  births, 
but  the  total  visits  both  to  children  under  one  and  between 
two  and  five  years  old  showed  an  increase.  Table  XVII 
shows  the  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  the 
various  districts. 


SOCIAL  WELFARE 

The  Health  Department  works  in  close  co-operation  with 
the  Welfare  Department,  administered  by  the  Welfare  Officer, 
and  the  Children’s  Department,  administered  by  the  Children’s 
Officer.  Problems  of  the  aged  in  their  own  homes  have  been 
dealt  with  by  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department, 
especially  the  Nursing  Staff.  Health  visitors  have  visited  the 
aged  and  the  chronic  sick.  Most  of  the  cases  assisted  by 
Home  Helps  are  in  this  category.  There  are  two  Institutions 
within  the  County  available  as  Homes  for  the  aged,  one  at 
Penrhyndeudraeth,  and  the  other  at  Barmouth.  A new 
Home  is  to  be  established  at  Bala. 

The  Children’s  Home  is  situated  at  Llan  Ffestiniog. 

N.S.P.C.C.  Inspectors  have  continued  to  give  valuable 
assistance. 

A scheme  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  and  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  has  been  adopted  by  the  Council,  but  no  scheme  has 
been  considered  for  those  who  are  substantially  and  per- 
manently handicapped  by  other  disabilities,  illness,  injury  or 
congenital  deformity,  except  Tuberculosis.  The  After  Care 
Committee  pro\ides  extra  nourishment,  shelters,  tools, 
bedding,  etc.  to  necessitous  cases  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 
It  is  proposed  to  consider  during  the  coming  year  the  inclusion 
of  persons  suffering  from  other  diseases  in  this  scheme. 


TABLE  VII. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

Number  of  children  immunised  in  the  County  up  to  the  31st  December,  1954. 
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There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  vaccinated  against  smallpox  in  comparison  with  the  previous 
year,  but  the  percentage  vaccinated  is  still  low.  Special  efforts  will  be  made  to  increase  the  number  vac- 
cinated during  the  coming  year. 
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Totals 

Dr.  G.  K.  Davies 
Dr.  I.  H.  Davies 
Dr.  T.  T.  Davies 
Dr.  R.  W.  Edwards  ... 
Dr.  I.  W.  Griffith 

Dr.  H.  Francis  

Dr.  M.  P.  Jones 
Dr.  Merfyn  Jones 

Dr.  R.  Jones  

Dr.  J.  H.  M.  Lloyd  ... 

Dr.  James  May 

Dr.  D.  M.  Maxwell  ... 
Dr.  E.  H.  Morris 
Dr.  H.  D.  Owen 
Dr.  O.  M.  Prichard  ... 
Dr.  W.  Pritchard 
Dr.  M.  G.  Satchwell 
Dr.  D.  O.  Williams  .. 
Dr.  C.  M.  Watson 
Dr.  G.  Williams 
Dr.  R.  M.  Williams  ... 

Name  of  Doctor  : 

200 

1 _ 1 M _ 1 03  1-.03  10  1-1 
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1 year 
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Number  of  successful  primary 

vaccination  of  persons 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

A team  consisting  of  a Psychiatrist,  Psychologist  and  a 
Psychiatric  Social  Worker,  being  members  of  the  North  Wales 
Hospital  for  Mental  and  Nervous  Disorders,  hold  a monthly 
clinic  at  Dolgellev  Cottage  Hospital.  Children  and  adults 
are  examined  at  the  clinic  by  appointment.  Special  clinics 
are  held  periodically  at  the  offices  of  the  Health  Department 
by  a Psychologist,  for  the  examination  of  children  only. 
The  Clinics  at  the  Hospital  and  the  Health  Department  are 
for  diagnosis  and  advice.  No  treatment  centres  have  been 
established  in  this  County,  but  a few  children  have  attended 
centres  situated  outside  the  County.  The  Psychiatric  Social 
Worker  follows  up  any  cases  requiring  supervision  or  investiga- 
tion. In  addition,  the  Health  Visitors  visit  mental  defectives 
in  their  homes  and  submit  a report  periodically. 

Due  to  the  scattered  nature  of  the  County  and  the  few 
cases  who  might  benefit  by  attendance  at  an  Occupation 
Centre,  no  such  centre  has  been  established.  Conveyance  of 
persons  to  such  a centre  would  be  costly  and  difficult,  and  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  suitable  buildings  and  staff  for 
such  a centre. 

There  are  no  arrangements  for  the  training  of  Mental  Health 
Workers.  It  might  be  possible  to  consider  the  appointment 
of  a Mental  Health  Worker  to  visit  these  cases  and  assist  them 
in  their  homes. 


EPILEPTICS  AND  SPASTICS 

Records  of  epileptics  are  obtained  through  the  School 
Health  Service  and  the  Health  Visitors.  The  paediatrician 
examines  most  of  the  epileptic  children,  and  a report  is  received 
from  him  on  each  case.  The  General  Practitioners  carry  out 
any  treatment  recommended  by  the  Paediatrician.'  No 
epileptic  case  is  known  who  has  not  received  medical  attention 

Arrangements  were  being  made  at  the  end  of  the  year  to 
admit  one  spastic  child  to  a special  school.  Two  other 
children  of  school  age  are  able  to  attend  local  schools.  One 
spastic  child  is  also  a mental  defective,  while  three  pre-school 
children  are  under  observation. 
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TABLE  IX. 

PARTICULARS  OF  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES 
IN  THE  COUNTY 


Under 

16 

aged  1 

6 years 

years  q 

f age 

and  over 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

i . Particulars  of  cases  re- 
ported during  1954  : 

(a)  Cases  at  31st  December,  as- 
certained to  be  “subject  to 
be  dealt  with.”  Action 

taken  on  reports  by  :- 
(i)  Local  Education  Author- 

ities on  children — 

(1)  While  at  school  or 
liable  to  attend  school 

• 

(2)  on  leaving  special 
schools 

_ 

_ 

(3)  on  leaving  ordinary 
schools 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(ii)  Police  or  by  Courts 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(Hi)  Other  sources 

2 

2 

- 

- 

( b ) Cases  reported  but  not  re- 
garded at  31st  December  as 
defective  “subject  to  be 
dealt  with”  on  any  ground 

(c)  Cases  reported  but  not  con- 
firmed as  defective  by  31st 
December  and  thus  ex- 
cluded from  (a)  and  (b)  ... 

TOTAL  number  of  cases  reported 
during  the  year 

2 

2 

- 

- 
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2.  Disposal  of  cases  :- 

(a)  Of  the  cases  ascertained  to 
be  defectives  “subject  to  be 
dealt  with”  number' — - 

(?)  Placed  under  Statutory 

Supervision 

(?'?')  Placed  under  Guardian- 

ship 

(Hi)  Taken  to  “Places  of 

Safety”  ... 

( b ) Of  the  cases  not  ascer- 
tained to  be  defective 
“subject  to  be  dealt  with” 
number — 

( i ) Placed  under  voluntary 

supervision 

(?'?')  Action  unnecessary 

2 

2 

- 

- 

TOTAL  item  2 ... 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Total  cases  on  Authority’s 
registers  as  at  31st 
December,  1954  :- 
(a)  Of  the  cases  ascertained  to 
be  defectives  “subject  to  be 
dealt  with”  number — 

(i)  Placed  under  Statutory 

Supervision 

2 

3 

(ii ) Placed  under  Guardian- 

ship 

. 

(Hi)  Taken  to  “Places  of 
Safety”  ... 

( iv ) Admitted  to  hospitals  ... 

5 

3 

15 

14 

( b ) Of  the  cases  not  ascer- 
tained to  be  defectives 
“subject  to  be  dealt  with” 
number — 

(i)  Placed  under  voluntary 

supervision 

2 

1 1 

25 

(ii)  Action  unnecessary 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  on  Registers 

9 

6 

26 

39 
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3.  Classification  of  defec- 
tives in  the  Community 
on  31st  December,  1954 
(a)  Cases  included  in  item  (2a) 
(i)  to  (iii)  above  in  need  of 
hospital  care  and  reported 
to  the  hospital  authority 
In  urgent  need  of  hospital 
care — 

(i)  “cot  and  chair”  cases  ... 

2 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade 

cases 

1 

. 

(iii)  medium  low  grade 

cases 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(iv)  high  grade  cases  .. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  item  3 

- 

3 

- 

- 
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BLIND  PERSONS 


Number  of  blind  persons  on  register  on  31st  December,  1954  : 

106. 


Age  ...  1 - 1 0 

10-21 

21-40 

40-50 

5°  65 

65-80 

80-90 

90-100 

Cases  ...  1 

- 

8 

J3 

25 

33 

24 

2 

Follow  up  of  registered  blind  and  partially  blind  persons  : 

Cause  rf  Disability 


Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Rebel' nial 
Fibro- 
p lasia 

Others 

1.  Number  of  cases 
registered  during  the 
year  in  respect  of 
which  para.  7(c)  of 
Forms  B.D.  8 recom- 
mends— 

(a)  No  treatment  . . 

2 

2 

6 

(b)  Treatment  (med- 
ical. surgical  or 
optical) 

3 

_ 

_ 

2.  Number  of  cases 
at  (1)  (b)  above  which 
on  following  up  have 
received  treatment  ... 

, 1 \ . 

The  three  cases  recommended  for  treatment  were  as  follows 

(a)  a female  aged  70  with  double  cataract,  who  is  bed-ridden 
and  unfit  for  operation 

(b)  a female  aged  88,  more  or  less  bed-ridden,  who  refused 
operation,  and  in  whose  case  the  result  of  the  operation 
would  be  doubtful. 

(e)  a male  aged  86  who  had  an  operation  on  the  left  eye  in 
the  previous  year,  but  who  has  not  received  any  further 
treatment.  He  has  been  examined  by  an  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon  during  this  year. 

All  registered  blind,  or  partially  blind  persons,  were  ex- 
amined and  certified  blind  by  a Consultant  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon  through  arrangements  made  by  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. All  certified  cases  are  notified  to  the  Welfare  Officer, 
National  Assistance  Board,  and  the  Home  Teacher  for  the 
Blind. 

Thirteen  cases  were  certified  as  blind  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act  during  the  year. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  1954. 

DENTAL  TREATMENT 

Number  of  children  under  school  age  treated  by  the  Dentist 
at  School  Clinics 

Number  of  children  examined  ...  ...  253 

Number  of  children  requiring  treatment  ...  1 1 1 

Number  of  children  treated  ...  ...  60 

Two  maternity  cases  were  recommended  for  treatment, 
and  one  had  complete  treatment,  including  dentures,  by  the 
end  of  the  year.  Local  Dentists  give  priority  treatment  to 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  as  well  as  school  children, 
where  necessary.  Only  one  Dentist  is  employed  for  carrying 
out  the  School  Dental  and  Health  Dental  Schemes.  There 
has  been  no  response  up  to  date  to  repeated  advertisements 
for  a second  dentist. 


ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS 

Ante-natal  clinics  were  held  by  Specialists  by  arrange- 
ments with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  at 
Blaenau  Ffestiniog  - 1st  and  3rd  Mondays  in  each  month. 
Dolgelley  - - 2nd  and  4th  Mondays  in  each  month. 

Towyn  - Last  Wednesday  in  each  month. 

Bala  - Second  Wednesday  in  each  month. 

The  attendances  at  the  Blaenau  Ffestiniog  and  Dolgelley 
Clinics  were  as  follows  :- 


Maternity 

Gynaecol- 

ogical. 

New 

Old 

Post- 

New 

Old 

Total 

natal. 

Bl.  Ffestiniog  - 

132 

307 

22 

44 

52 

557 

Dolgelley 

J25 

292 

18 

J35 

139 

709 

The  ante-natal  Clinic  for  the  Bala  - Corwen  area  was 
transferred  to  Hafan,  Bala  from  Corwen  during  the  year. 
Figures  for  the  Towyn  Clinic  were  not  available.  Seven 
mothers  attended  the  Clinic  at  Corwen,  and  later  at  Bala. 
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TABLE  X. 

Number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  area  of  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority  on  31st  December,  1954. 


Domi- 

ciliary 

In 

Institu- 

tions 

Total 

(a)  Midwives  employed  by  the  Au- 
thority 

19 

19 

(b)  Midwives  employed  by  Voluntary 
Organisations 

(?)  Under  arrangements  with  the 

Local  Health  Authority  in 
pursuance  of  Section  23  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946  

(«)  Otherwise  (including  hospitals 
not  transferred  to  the  Minister 
under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act)  ...  

4 

4 

(c)  Midwives  employed  by  Hospital 
Management  Committees  or 

Boards  of  Governors  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act 
(?)  Under  arrangements  with  the 

Local  Health  Authority  in 
pursuance  of  Section  23  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act, 
j946  

(it)  Otherwise 

_ 

8 

8 

( d ) Midwives  in  Private  Practice 
(including  Midwives  in  Nursing 
Homes) 

xo 

_ 

10 

Totals 

29 

12 

41 

3' 


9 
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MATERNITY  OUTFITS 

85  Maternity  Outfits  were  issued  during  the  year  to  the 
District  Nurses  for  maternity  cases  to  be  confined  at  home. 
The  outfits  are  available,  free  of  charge,  to  all  home-confined 
cases. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

Number  of  Home  Helps  employed  on  31st  December,  1954 

Whole-time  ...  -. ..  ...  ...  o 

Part-time  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

A total  of  53  Home  Helps  were  employed  during  the  year. 

Number  of  cases  for  whom  Home  Helps  were  provided 
during  the  year  :- 

(a)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  Chronic  Sick  including  aged  and  infirm  ...  ...  30 

(d)  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  g 

As  in  the  past,  the  main  demand  for  Home  Helps  was  from 
the  chronic  sick,  the  aged  and  infirm.  Most  of  these  cases 
were  in  receipt  of  National  Assistance  Benefit  and  so  the 
service  was  provided  free  of  charge. 

Some  voluntary  bodies,  such  as  the  W.V.S.,  British  Red 
Cross  Society  and  Toe  H.  have  taken  interest  and  assisted 
some  of  the  chronic  sick,  aged  and  infirm,  but  several  cases, 
who  live  alone,  are  left  for  hours  without  anyone  visiting  them. 
Even  relatives  are  reluctant  to  assist  some  of  the  cases.  The 
onus  of  supervising  and  assisting  some  of  these  aged  people 
living  at  home  seems  to  be  placed  entirely  on  the  Local  Health 
Authority. 

Derby  and  Joan”  Clubs  have  been  established  in  certain 
areas,  and  are  doing  excellent  work.  Certain  Pensioners  Clubs 
received  some  financial  assistance  from  the  Local  Education 
Authority  while  the  Welfare  Committee  contribute  to  some 
of  the  “Derby  and  Joan”  Clubs. 
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GAS  AND  AIR  ANALGESIA 

Number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  area  who  are  qualified 
to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia  ...  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was  administered  by 
Midwives  in  Domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  1954 

(a)  When  a Doctor  was  not  present  at  time  of  delivery 

of  child  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

( b ) When  a Doctor  was  present  at  the  time  of  the 

delivery  of  the  child  ...  ...  ...  ...  g 

CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 

Clinics  were  held  at  the  thirteen  centres  as  in  previous  years. 
No  new  centres  were  opened,  but  investigations  were  being 
made  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  regard  to  the  opening  of  a 
centre  at  Llan  Ffestiniog. 


TABLE  XII.  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 
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atten- 
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during 

the 

year  : 
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ex 
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No.  of  attendances  dur- 
ing the  year  made  by 
children  who  at  the 
date  of  attendance 
were  : 
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. under  5. 

O COCO  COW  d O OS  CX  d O COCO 
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under  2 

co  os  os  d os  0 mocococo  coco 
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os 
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No.  of  chil- 
dren who 
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year 
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No.  of  children  who 
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born  in  : 
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No.  of  children 
who  first 
attended  a centre 
during  the  year, 
who  were  under 
i year  of  age 
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Bala 
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Ffestiniog 

Harlech 
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Towyn 
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Totals  ... 
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County  of 

Merioneth... 
Total  Urban 

Districts  ... 
Total  Rural 

Districts  ... 
Urban  Districts  : 

Bala  

Barmouth 

Dolgelley 

Ffestiniog 

Towyn  

Rural  Districts  : 
Deudraeth 
Dolgelley... 
Edeymion 

Penllyn  

Pennal  
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Doctor  not 
present  at  time 
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of  child 
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05  OO  4^-  O O 
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in 
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within 
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County 

TABLE  XIII.  BIRTHS 
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TABLE  XV. 

Showing  the  number  of  births  and  the  birth  rates  in  the 
County,  and  in  the  County  Districts,  with  the  number  of 
Illegitimate  Births  with  the  percentage  of  total  births  for 
the  year  1954. 


No.  of  births 
registered  1954 

Birth 

rate 

per  1000 
of  esti- 
mated 
popula- 
tion 

Illegitimate 

Births 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

Total 

No. 

per  cent 
of  Total 
births 

Col.  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

County  of 

Merioneth 

285 

238 

523 

12.76 

18 

3-5i 

Total  Urban 

Districts  

123 

1 14 

237 

I3-58 

9 

3-8 

Total  Rural 

Districts  

162 

124 

286 

12.13 

9 

3-25 

Urban  Districts  : 

Bala  

14 

13 

27 

18.00 

1 

3-7 

Barmouth 

10 

13 

23 

9-87 

1 

4-35 

Dolgelley  

14 

23 

37 

14.62 

2 

5-4 

Ffestiniog  

42 

43 

85 

12.76 

3 

3-53 

Towyn  

Rural  Districts  : 

43 

22 

65 

H-67 

2 

3.08 

Deudraeth 

53 

38 

9i 

13-7 

1 

1. 1 

Dolgelley  

49 

38 

87 

9.8 

3 

3-45 

Edeyrnion 

38 

28 

66 

16.02 

3 

4-55 

Penllyn  

20 

18 

38 

10. 10 

1 

3-7° 

Pennal 

2 

2 

4 

13-33 

1 

0.25 

Giving  the  number  of  Still  Births  registered  and  notified  with  certain  “still  birth”  rates,  1954. 
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Still  Birth  Rates 

per  1,000 
Births — Live 
and 

Still  Births 

CO 

CN  CO  05  f>.  CO  •-1 

H(D  N 05  CO 

0)6  f'  6 6 05  1 1 

i-i  « (N  IN 

per  1,000 
Population 

05  CN  . CO  - LO  COCO- 

lOIN  (N  iiiCOCN  « 01  •'f  i I 

°!  6 6 6 6 6 6 6 
0 

No.  of 
cases  attend- 
ed by  Doctor 
and  State 
Cert.  Mids. 
in 

County 

1 l 1 l 1 i^lli 

No.  of  cases  of  still  births 
notified  within  the  County  by 

Regis- 

trar 

°f 

Births 

m 

ill  1 1 I I 1 1 1 1 1 1 

State 

Certi- 

fied 

Midwives 

« ~ w w . . i 

Doc- 

tor 

CO 

III  1 1 1 1 1 

No.  of 
Still 
Births 
in 

Registrar 
Genera  Vs 
Return 

<N 

Oiolo  , , | >— 1 of  or  , , 

Col:  1 

County  of  Merioneth 
Total  Urban  Districts 
Total  Rural  Districts 

Urban  Districts  : 

Bala 

Barmouth 
Dolgelley  ... 
Ffestiniog  ... 
Towyn 

Rural  Districts  : 

Deudraeth 
Dolgelley  ... 
Edeyrnion  ... 
Penllyn 
Pennal 
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TABLE  XVII. 

HEALTH  VISITING 

Showing  the  number  of  Health  Visits  paid  by  part-time 
Health  Visitors. 


Districts  : 

Visits  to  Children 
o - i years  of  age 

Visits 

to 

children 
1-5  years 
of  age 

Total 

Health 

Visits 

to 

children 
0-5  years 

Primary 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Aberdovey 

16 

139 

200 

339 

Bala  ... 

45 

328 

54i 

869 

Barmouth 

22 

209 

3°7 

5l6 

Blaenau  Ffestiniog  ... 

6l 

387 

638 

1025 

Corris 

10 

93 

129 

222 

Gorwen 

65 

580 

408 

988 

Dinas  Mawddwy 

10 

70 

1 1 1 

181 

Dolgelley 

66 

452 

597 

1049 

Dyffryn 

10 

97 

160 

257 

Fairbourne 

9 

67 

120 

187 

Ffestiniog 

20 

167 

295 

462 

Harlech 

35 

188 

229 

4r7 

Llanegryn 

10 

”9 

244 

363 

Penrhyndeudraeth  . . . 

26 

212 

326 

538 

Towyn 

44 

331 

483 

814 

Trawsfynydd 

15 

188 

359 

547 

464 

3627 

5X47 

8774 

TABLE  XVIII.  HOME  NURSING. 
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TABLE  XIX. 

INFANT  MORTALITY,  1954. 


Number  of  deaths  of  Infants  at 
the  different  age  periods 


Under  one  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

-2 

a 

1 

CO 

Total  under  4 wks.  (1  month) 

4 weeks  and  under  3 months 

3 months  and  under  6 months 

6 months  and  under  9 months 

9 months  and  under  12  months 

| Total  2-12  months 

Total  under  12  months 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 
1,000  live  births 

Col.  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

County  of  Merioneth 

4 

1 

- 

- 

5 

2 

1 

1 

- 

4 

9 

17-54 

Total  Urban  Districts 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

12.66 

Total  Rural  Districts 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

1 

1 

- 

3 

& 

21.74 

Urban  Districts  : 

Bala 

- 

Barmouth  ...  ...  ... 

- 

Dolgelley  ... 

- 

Ffestiniog  ... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

23-53 

Towyn 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

“ 

“ 

“ 

“ 

1 

I5-38 

Rural  Districts  : 

Deudraeth  ... 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

3 

32-97 

Dolgelley  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

22.99 

Edeyrnion 

- 

35-70 

Penllyn 

1 

1 

Pennal 
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Total 
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HH 
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JVUU2J 
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ill  ii  i 

uiCjiuoj 

« 

ill  ii 

uoiux/Copsp 

o 

ill  ii  i 

tC)]]9§J0(J 

03 

III  HH  HH  , 

ifpvxpndQ 

CO 

. « ■ 

Total 

HH  CV 

III  1 1 

uCcnojp 

X 

III  1 *-*  1 

Soiuijsafj 

m 

III  *-»  *-*  1 

<C9JJ9§J0(J 

III  II  1 

ijjnoiuxvpf 

co 

III  II  1 

VJVff 

(N 

III  II  1 

Cause  of  death 

Col.  i 

1.  Bronchitis  ... 

2.  Pneumonia 

3.  Gastritis 

4.  Congenital 

malformations  . . . 

5.  Prematurity 

6.  Other  defined  or 

ill-defined  causes 
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TABLE  XXI. 

Giving  the  causes  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of 
age,  and  ages  at  death. 


Number  of  deaths  of  infants 
at  the  several  age  periods. 


Causes  of  Death  : 

Under  one  week 

1 to  2 weeks 

2 to  3 weeks 

<0 

<50 

s 

0 

CO 

Total  under  4 wks.  (1  month) 

4 weeks  and  under  3 months 

3 months  and  under  6 months  | 

6 months  and  under  9 months  | 

9 months  and  under  1 2 months 

Total  2-12  months 

Total  under  12  months 

Col.  i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

i.  Bronchitis 

2.  Pneumonia 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3.  Gastritis 

4.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

5.  Prematurity 

3 

1 

- 

- 

4 

4 

6.  Other  defined  or  ill-defined 

causes 

1 

1 

1 

uuLCiiuud  UJ3caaL3  nu iujcu  xi  win  wcxwxx  wuuii w y 

in  the  following  Table. 
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Erysipelas 

CO 

III  1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

LO 

HH 

03  xf  itii'4'  «—>•—!  <M  , , 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

HH 

III  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Measles 

■sijivap  fo  -0j\r 

co 

- l-l  1 - -J  - 1 1—  I I | I I 1 1 

•(focf  oooc  i .13 cf  aoupppuj 

ex 

H- 1 

co  lo  *-* 

O i *-•  iiiii  ^ ' Cf  i i 

6 6 6 6 6 

•sdsvo  fo  'Oj\f 

t— 1 

^i^  iiiii  ^ HH  1-1  i i 

Whooping 

Cough 

•syjvjp  fo  • oj\f 

o 
>— < 

iii  iiiii  i i i i i 

'(forf  ooo‘i  xacf  aouoppuj 

03 

d ON  CO  03 CO  *h  CO 

03  CM  h O CO  i i i MLOOtCOi 

W o CO  (NO  030M0 

•SdSVO  fo  ' 0j\f 

CO 

r^ioo)  cocn.  , , miolow, 

r-  1 co 

Diphtheria 

■syivsp,  fo  -oj\f 

III  IIIII  IIIII 

■cfo(J  ooo'i  xd(J  douapwup 

CO 

III  IIIII  IIIII 

•sdsvo  fo  -opf 

LO 

III  IIIII  IIIII 

Scarlet 

Fever 

•syjvop  fo  • oj\f 

III  IIIII  IIIII 

'(fo(f  000*1  X3(f  doudpioup 

CO 

0.29 

0.1  I 

0.44 

0.67 

0.15 

0.6 
0. 1 1 

o-73 

0.71 

•sdsvo  f)  • o\r 

CN 

Cl  (NO  HH  , ,1-1,  ^ l-c  co  <N  , 

*— t 

"".a 

3 

County  of  Merioneth  ... 
Total  Urban  Districts  ... 
Total  Rural  Districts  ... 
Urban  Districts  : 

Bala 

Barmouth 
Dolgelley 
Ffestiniog 
T owy  n 

Rural  Districts 

Deudraeth 
Dolgelley 
Edeyrnion 
Penllyn  ... 

Pennal 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

There  were  eight  fewer  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
but  three  more  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  than  in  the 
previous  year.  The  most  marked  reduction  in  deaths  was  in 
the  Blaenau  Ffestiniog  area,  from  fourteen  in  the  previous  year 
to  seven  this  year. 

There  was  one  case  less  in  the  number  notified  as  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  but  there  were  two  more 
notified  as  suffering  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The 
number  of  new  cases  notified  from  Blaenau  Ffestiniog  showed 
a marked  reduction,  being  ten  this  year  in  comparison  with 
twenty-five  in  1953. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the  registers 
at  the  end  of  the  year  in  each  district 


Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Female 

Bala  U.  D.  

5 

4 

1 

1 

Barmouth  U.  D.  ... 

3 

10 

2 

6 

Dolgelley  U.  D. 

1 1 

10 

3 

3 

Ffestiniog  U.  D.  ... 

77 

38 

4 

10 

Towyn  U.  D. 

9 

10 

1 

1 1 

Deudraeth  R.  D.  ... 

29 

24 

2 

2 

Dolgelley  R.  D. 

23 

16 

5 

10 

Edeyrnion  R.  D.  ... 

16 

13 

1 

1 

Penllyn  R.  D. 

8 

3 

1 

1 

Pennal  C.  P. 

1 

7 

1 

“ 

Total 

182 

i35 

21 

45 

B.  C.  G.  VACCINATION 

The  number  of  school  children  who  had  received  B.C.G. 
Vaccination  by  the  end  of  the  year,  since  vaccination  started 
in  October  19495  was  783 - In  addition  202  contacts  have 
been  vaccinated  during  this  period,  giving  a total  of  those 
vaccinated  as  985. 
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39  school  children  and  37  contacts  were  vaccinated  during 
the  year  1954.  When  B.C.G.  vaccination  was  first  started 
in  1949  it  was  offered  to  school  children  of  all  ages,  and  the 
bulk  number  of  the  783  were  vaccinated  during  the  years 
1949-  1952.  Since  then  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  limited 
the  vaccination  of  children  during,  and  if  possible,  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  preceding  their  fourteenth  birthday,  so  that 
the  children  can  be  followed  for  at  least  a year  after  vaccination. 

Three  Hospital  Management  Committees  serve  different 
parts  of  the  County,  and  three  Consultants  of  Diseases  of  the 
Chest  serve  various  areas  in  the  County  which  do  not  corres- 
pond with  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  areas. 

Very  little  progress  has  been  made  to  establish  a hostel  in 
North  Wales  for  patients  requiring  medical  rehabilitation. 
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TABLE  XXIII. 

Showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  the 
several  County  Districts,  with  the  “phthisis”  death  rate  and 
the  total  tuberculosis  rate  per  1,000  of  population. 


Deaths  from 
Tuberculosis 
*954 

Death  rates  per  i,ooo 
of  population 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Phthisis 

Death 

Rate 

Total 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Death 

rate 

Col.  i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

County  of 

Merioneth 

1 1 

4 

0.27 

°-37 

Total  Urban 

Districts 

8 

i 

0.46 

0.52 

Total  Rural 

Districts 

3 

3 

0.13 

0.26 

Urban  Districts  : 

Bala 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Barmouth  ... 

i 

- 

0.43 

o-43 

Dolgelley  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ffestiniog 

6 

i 

0.90 

1.05 

Towyn 

i 

“ 

0.23 

0.23 

Rural  Districts  : 

Deudraeth  ... 

i 

2 

0.15 

o-45 

Dolgelley  ... 

2 

- 

0.23 

0.23 

Edeyrnion 

O 

I 

- 

0.24 

Penllyn 

- 

“ 

Pennal 

Showing  the  total  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  for  the  decennial  period,  1945  - 1954. 
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Rural  Districts  : 

Deudraeth 
Dolgelley 
Edeyrnion 
Penllyn  ... 
Pennal  ... 

Urban  Districts  : 

Bala 

Barmouth 

Dolgelley 

Ffestiniog 

Towyn 

County  of  Merioneth 
Total  Urban  Districts 
Total  Rural  Districts 

Col.  i 

' 0501  OO  CO 

to  on  >-  oo  to 

K)  ^ LO 
K>  oo  cn 

to 

Males 

b 

4 

' ' w On 

1 ^ h 03  1 

HH  b-i 

O CO  CO 

OO 

Females 

* 

a 

o*. 

b 

15 

' ' 1 « to 

' « ' ' ' 

U 

Males 

a 

1 

So 

e 

§ 

Co 

' ' ' K)  - 

OO  1 1-1  ' 1 

03  ^ M 

on 

Females 

eo  . 

o' 

b 

1 1 ' 10  « 

« CT5  ' « ' 

1 1 
8 
3 

CT5 

Males 

So 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 III 

Females 

2 

S' 

b 

b 

' ' ' 1 HH 

' »-H  ' 1 ' 

b-  ~ K) 

CO 

Males 

a 

i 

Sfc 

3 

Co 

1 1 1 1 1 

to  1 to 

CO 

3 

Cj 

5 

‘S- 

r*»  . 
2 
© 

TABLE  XXV. 

Showing  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  the  total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  County, 

and  the  several  districts. 


TABLE  XXVI. 

and  total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  1954  in  various  age  groups. 
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TABLE  XXVII. 
TUBERCULOSIS 

Admission  to  Hospitals  and  Sanatorium. 
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TABLE  XXVm.- FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADULT  ARATION  ACTS  (Continued) 


URBAN  DISTRICTS 


— TABLE  XXIX 


RURAL  DISTRICTS 


Causes  of  death  in  the  several  County  Districts,  1954. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Bala 

U.D. 

Barmouth 

U.D. 

Dolgelley 

U.D. 

Pestiniog 

U.D . 

Towvn 

UD. 

Total  Urban 
Districts 

Deudraeth 

R.D. 

Dolgelley 

R.D. 

Edeyrnion 

R.D. 

Penllyn 

R.D. 

Pennal 

C.P. 

Total  Rural 
Districts 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

d 

f F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

ALL  CAUSES 

10 

I 

20 

21 

14  14 

70 

54 

27 

23 

141 

123 

66 

56 

4i 

52 

4 

2 

32 

18 

10 

4 

I 

'7i 

■ 51 

1 Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
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I 
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■if 

8 
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□Lj  ^ 

1 1 

- 
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_ 

_ 

_ 
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2 

3 Syphilitic  disease 

| B 
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- 

- 

19 
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- 
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- 
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- 
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-■ 

^ . 

ft 
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El 

9 •- 
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- 

5 Whooping  Cough 

■ * 1 " 
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HHT 
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- 

• r-:* 
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^ . 

m " 
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- 

lib 

- 

- 

- 
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6 Meningococcal  infections 

7 Acute  poliomyelitis 
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- 

, * 
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- 
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f , s 
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- 

1 

Bit' 
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- 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■9 

- 

~ 

- 

. - 

91 

.. 

- 

r 1 9 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

9 Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

1 9 

I 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

2 

99 1 

1 

- 

91 

H 

- 

- 

- 

2 

_ 

10  Malignant  neoplasm  stomach 

99tC 

I 

IJSv. 

2 

3 2 

4 

4 

3 

10 

9 

9 

1 

I 

I 
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1 

I 
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- 

12 

4 

1 1 Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

^^9 

* ' 

| r\ 
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^^9 
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2 
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1 

I 

I 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

12  Malignant  neoplasm  breast  ... 

1 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

9B» 
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- 

3 
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- 

I 

- 

- 

- 
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- 

I 

13  Malignant  neoplasm  uterus 

- 

- 

I 

p-  H 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

■ 9 

2 

- 

I 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

14  Other  mal.  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

2 

3 

2 

- 

1 

5 

6 

4 

I 

13 

1 1 

3 

4 

3 

8 

i 

2 

3 

- 

I 

- 

14 

>4 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

* - * 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

I 

I 

16  Diabetes 

- 

-. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■ a" 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

% * 

I 

3 

5 

2 1 

13 

14 

2 

5 

20 

26 

15 

13 

4 

10 

1 

7 

1 

5 

- 

- 

24 

35 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina 

I 

I 

3 

3 

3 - 

6 

4 

2 

2 

15 

10 

5 

5 

7 

2 

5 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

19 

7 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
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9 1 

1 - 
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1 

I 

2 

'*•  s 'w'- 
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3 

2 

1 

I 

- 

1 

1 
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- 

- 

6 

2 

20  Other  heart  disease 

3 

3 

- 

4 

1 2 

10 

7 

2 

2 

l6 

18 

10 

20 

I 

9 

1 

10 

4 

- 

2 

I 

29 

40 

21  Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

I 

1 

I 

3 

I 

- 

5 

§ 

1 

1 

5 

3 

1 

1 

I 

- 

- 

9 

6 

22  Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

I 

I 

3 

1 

1 

1 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

2 

23  Pneumonia 

- 

& Jb 

Hi 

- 

- 

2 

- 

M ' 

I 

2 

1 

2 

H 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

I 

- 

- 

4 

2 

24  Bronchitis 

- 

* 

1 

- 

2 1 

6 

3 

2 

2 

I I 

6 

3 

1 

I 

I 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

3 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 ■ 1 

1 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

H9 

6 

1 

1 

1 “ ^ 

2 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

3 

2 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

- 

9 

1 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

2 

M is 

_ 

91 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

9 

- 

I 

- 

- 

I 

- 

_ 

- 

2 

1’ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

I 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

1 

2 

2 

9 

h 

Li 

* 

I 

4 

- 

- 

2 

5 

■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

py*  1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

5 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

31  Congenital  malformations 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

~ 

1 H 

- 

2 

- 

1 

B 1 

ft 

I 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

32  Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

I 

1 

I 

1 2 

2 

5 

4 

7 

9 

15 

4 

3 

4 

5 

4 

2 

2 

I 

- 

- 

14 

I I 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

- 9 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

I 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

I 

34  All  other  accidents 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

I 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

35  Suicide 

- 

- 1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

. 

- 

2 

1 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
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URBAN  DISTRICTS 


TABLE  XXX 


RURAL  DISTRICTS 


No.  in 
R.G. 
List 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 
13 
H 

15 

16 

■7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 


ALL  AGES  

Tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm  breast  ... 
Malignant  neoplasm  uterus 
Other  mal.  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Showing  the  ages  at  death  from  the  several  causes  in  Urban  and  Rural  Districts 
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